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he frst golden reyn of the sun

caresa the green paddy flelds that

glisten with the lsire of fresh
dewdrops. An assortment of fowl, which
have laken ahalier s & mango troe [or
the night. swoop down clurnssly. @ gaEck
succession AR oid man whe & In his
eighties gets up from his spartan bed In
the small verandah of his house The Grst
thing he does is to pour waler on some
wooden biocks that are kepl near a well
He then Bnishes his morning ablutions
and after a cup of tea, is bent over his
work and passion

it ia 630 am and while the day (8 =t
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The day siarts quite early in Madhavmala, a village in
Andhra Pradesh, where wood carvers have created a
niche for themselves in the wide pantheon of divine figures.
Sandy and Vyjay bring us the sfory of the arfisans, who
carry forward a fradition that they have inherited from their

forefathers

jmst beginning fbr many others, the obd
man o =0 spifoms of concentration and
hard work. He is going fo work through
the day for a solid 12 hours with just an
hiizrs break (0 sitend o his biologcal
i

This seems like & typical moming in any
indian village. But thin is no ordnary
village, nesther = the old man The
oclogensrian k& Chinnacherd and the
village s Mudhavrmals in Chittoor district
of Andhra Pradesh

Chisnackar] & & wood carver wha has
bttty breathing e snd Svinity into plas

blocky of wood for over sivty yesrs. His
deft Angers and sharp syss s his lools
while the tools that he uses for his craft
are mere mIranenis thal Tansiorm s
ifmagination (Hlo wooden reality

Where ordinary people ses just & plain
bock of wood Chinnachar sees e
images of the Gods amd Coddesses
of the Indan pantheon He vimmlres
soenés from the Indiss mythologies and
tranafery bis vision through his creathvty
to the wondan blodo, transforming them
into works of art, What is amazing s the
fact that Chinsachar] dos not need &
riference drawing of deaign, He doe |t
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all with the sheer power of his mind and
imaggination.

Chinnachar| hardly speals a8 he |8
50 focused om his work with a amile
he gestures of you to take a seat and
contimoes with his work which requires
tofsl concentration and sfenfSon o
deinil Chinracharl lllke many other
artizsans in the hamlet of Madhavmala
lemnt his oreft on the lap of his fashes,
WD et [t oen b and so on MHe B
the fourth gemeraton wood carver A hia
Famaly. f.i.ﬂr.'l[: forward & histoncal arnane
eracition thar dabes back some handreds
af years

Wood carving s practiced by the artisans
of Madhevamals as & legacy that they
havey nherited fom their forefathers
About forty households in the villape are
engnged in wood carving

and Chinnschari in n shining

beacon to the old and young

Arusans. wWho lovingy reler

o him & “Dronscharys

They respect hin Enowledge

and sdll and are aager to

follow the path shown by

him. He bappers to be the

ocldest practicing wood

carver in the village.

Wood carving i regarded

as probably oee of the most

ancient of st that has

survived the test of tme

Evidence of wood carving

can be reied &3 far back as

the paleciithic age In India

toa he temples of the region have always
been centses of art and srchitectore and
have fostered varous art forma Wood
carving is one of them Wood cwrving
is relatively more demanding then stone
carving becmme of the nature of wood
which can crack saaily Hanoe it requires
B loi more patience, precigion, and
dexterity

Madhsvmala. owing to i proximity 1o
many temples in and arounc Tm&l'l.lﬁ-
higtoncally cilered 10 the demand i
wood carving from these termples. Exlier
the wood used for carving was Hed
sandérs, a type of sandabwood which
grew verdantly in the region However
owing to govermment restrictions on
use of sandabwood, the wood penemily
uses s Meem, Teak, Mango, snd others
Though sven todey most of the end
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prodocts of the Madhavmala wood an
are related 1o mytholopy asd the Coda
ard Croddesses from the Hindu pantheon,
thére i& a perceptible shifi with more
contemporary es of the products for
interiors of houses and as door frames

The winds of change snd develnpmesnt
havve blown over Medhevmala snd there
may not be many tmleers for the artstc
profession of wood carving smongst the
curTenl pEnETEiONn This dosa not bods
well fof the Arture of s mherited nch
legacy. Take the case of Chinnachas, his
son Bas followed In RS I{KHI\'IE'FF! il
ot of e grandcheldren only one has
opted to continue the famly tradiion
Lalshnan & peoud to keep the flag
fiying high and take the fine art of wood
carving of Madhavmala fo new heghts
On the other band his twin brother

Eam has &= his sights on betoming a
Chartered Accoentant and sefting up his
own comsultancy firm Another sibling
is o soffwmre engineer in a leading T
company in Bangalore,

S50 bow will the saoteric st of wood
carving of Madhsvmala wareive and
fouarish?

Here (s where the Andhra Pradesh
Tionarisrn Aumhorey, i collaboranon with
Grossroutes, which 3 an onganization
commitied towarde the revival of rural
arts, crafts, and culfire have stepped
in Together they hve come uwp with a
unigue and sustsinshle model of tourism
that not only generates aEermative
empioyment in the village but also
ertures the cra of wood carving,

The model envisages an intenEve vilkage
exparience for e combined with
workshops and live demonstrations of
wiood carving On the one side, the model
makes wse of the village resoaroes iteeif
for hospitality services while on the other
hand it hopes to penerate more interest
in the art which will hep & flourish
Coesidering that the wood carving art
would be the crux of all tourist activity
a3 well &3 revenue generated thereo, it
5 Boped (hal more End more youth of
the new generathon (ke up the &1 and
fake the eExXquEEie WwoOd carvings of
Madharvmiala to resch far and wide

It s chusic and the darine=s of night looms
over Madhsvmals [n Chinnscherdl
houwse, & picture of the kate Chief Minister
of Andbra Pradesh, N T Rama Rao, hangs
from the wall A young Chinmachari
stanls besming mewt to the
Chisf Minisier It i & photo
that has been taken at an
e CETNONY Whine b
recwivexd & State sward

It s almoss T in the evening
and Chisnachard s =l
of work | st in front of
him watching infentdy, but
he iz still the epitlome of
concentration, juss e how
he was when he saried
exly in the moming |
marvel & the (oot that be
doss mot even need glasses
0D pracose bl cref

Jenmy the friendly
righisourkood villsge mongrs snuggles
agansl me and wanis 0o Sit i my lap
Chimnachari ot last looks up from his
work, and with & half smile at me shoos

Jirnmmy away and pets up
The day’s work & over

I e pet up and head oust 1o ke & wallc
in e village, | thisk shous the Ruure of
wood carving in Madhavreals and | see
a glirmmer of hope for this beawriful are

| ook wp at Lakshman Achar,
Chinnachari's grandson and smile &t him
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