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THE FIRST EVER FASHION SHOW OF ITS KIND IN SOUTH INDIA, IN WHICH VARIOUS APPAREL AND JEWELLERY
DESIGNERS SHOWCASED THEIR CREATIONS WITH MUSICIANS PEFORMING LIVE ALONG SIDE THE RAMP
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AT PEPPER ittty

Portuguese invaders, after biling the dust, holeais
as the Pepper Queen, who reigned ovegthe IMigean
Fort. Sandy and Vyjay discover the charms of ihe'
forgotten seat of power of Chennhabhaira Dew L
through sheer serendipily, during o visit 16 Gokal
in pursuit of spirituality and sandy beaches & &
>
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‘or cyss seomed o blame fire Her

oountenance on the other kand loolesd

icy. She looked Serce and majestic
mstride a magnificent steed We stood in front
of the Pepper Queen at the entrance to the
MMirjsn Fort over which she presided with
quecsly dudnn

msmmmmnrmmﬂum
haddled into a0 auto nosban and hoaded out
of Golarna m gquest of wiat one could call a
forgotten fort of Indis called Mirjan, which
once upon & time in history was the epicentre
of the power, the Kfe and times of & brave
women who has pone down i history as the
“Hainha de Pemeonia,” or Pepper Queen. That
was the ttle given to her by the Pormuguese
wivomn e hiad defeated in batte

We were in Golmma, a place nown = a
seChuded slfemative to Gos on the Kematsis
coast Most people are drewn to Golerne by
its bewitching beaches or its spirmneality Some
mwrn]wawi!hul hﬂ'ﬂiﬁ Cugure In the
hsdden beaches of Uokarna while sthen oome
o wordthp & the Emous Mahabaletiwiar

LEmpie.

We too weere there to worship at the termple and
lounge om the beaches combined with some
trelddng. But 4 combinasion of the weather
Gods, the serendipity of trewel, and karma had
someshing clse in store for us. A conversation
with aorme ocala. & helpiful o rickahaw dreer
and & s2orm in the Arabian Ses taw u abandon
o besch bopping plans and metesd se off on
8 12 dlometre drive to a place called Mirjan

A board in Kannada and Fnglsh white biock
lefiers with sn arrow ndicaied thed we were
rear Fort Mirjan. It also indicated that the fort
was & nasional monument and was oeensbly
uncier the care of the Archasological Survey of
Incdia

The fort itsell looked elegart and imposing
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a8 we gol off the sulo rickshew. Bar a
small shop beneath & frun den mange
tree with a yawming shopleeper, there
seemed to be no soul in sSght A few
CowE graredl beskaes the remparts ol
the Joet. ohinaoUs and (ImpEross [
the fact that they werne af a place where

heitody Rad weased (LS e

A big iron gate which was hall closed
k& 1o the inside of the o Due 1o the
absence of any haman presence the
pathway that led inside loolked eerie
Mo pasen Jlood there wilh Blasng eyes
& we had imagined. and wihy thosbd
she! She WAE lONE gome, relegated 1o
an obscure chapler of history

(Chennabbsira Devi belonged o the
Tuluve-Sabuva clan mnd besonged 1o &
place called Garsoppa which lay abou
90 klometres from the Mijan Fort
Todey the lamous Jog Falls cascades
i maghty spendour Very near the
runs of (-ersoppa (Srioppa Wil A
burring hive of sctivity in the 16th
century and a centre of spice trade of
the region which encompassed what is
today Honnavar, Bhatieal, snd Mirjan
As these were sirefegic seaports
from which spice trade boomed, they
MTFacied the Formuguese whin ey

lended on the Inckan ghored

Quessi Chesnsbfialra Dev  whi
presided over this region. sscending
the throne mnder the matriachal

Zystem hiedd sway over the region. The
establshmernt of the Mirjan Fort has
been credited to her and it is said that
she herself sayed in the fort for 54
ong yeari MOWEVES, 0SS VErsns
aay that ghe ondy renowvaliod thie fort and
Sarted usmg I Inthe 16Ch cenfury and
il dates 1o ety |3th century when il
waa built by the rulers of the Nawrath
Sultamate

Whaiever be the ongns of the Minan
Fort its history is inextricably limioed
with the Pepper Qussn, who mpenl
her lile fighting off [ocal chisfieEns and
ongzs whiD Eved e spice rade hal she
conlralled She Wil 4 constant thom o
thee plans of the Portuguese with whom
she fought. negotisted. and mamy Hmes
resoried 1o sublerfuge The Poriugeess
ware 50 wary of her that a 146th century
Portugeese official recond reads: “We
mssl deal with hex mosi cansiully and
diplomatcally We mist bé Courteous
podile and digdomanc 1o win e 1o our
sicde " These were the thoughts of the
Portuguese, who had chrstened her
“Rainka de Pimenta™ or Pepper Queen

The Pepper Queen apart from being
nown for her prowess im mbzary
-\.:g.ri:!:-.:ll.'. B WeR i '.!.1|I:r.'\-\.“|.||'.|'."‘||||
wan alno & sl and iclerani Tulber
wiho did much lor the wellare ol her
ngdom. She hersell was a lollower
of the Jamism religion bt encouraged
and helped other refigions and was
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InErumental In ghving grants 1o shalve, Valshaava and
other temples in the region. She also encoursged an and
architecture wigh the result that many beautiful temples

came up during her reign
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The Pepper Quesn finally met her nemass whan local
rulers of the Nayaka clan and Bilgi chiefiaine of the region
all poirved hands and stlscked her Kingdom, She lought on
with all her might but the aging queen waz defeated and
taken priconer She bresibhed her [asf in & prison in the
kngdom of Kelsdl but sot befors she had 168 her mark on
the sands of time as probably ooe of the longest roigning
woman in Indian history
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e Miran fort, though in raim todsy, seeru (o resonate
with the energy of the Pepper Queen. As you walk amidss
the rampans of the fort you can almcst fesl brive and take
aifier the remchute epErit of the woman whe blazed a trail of
her owmn

The Mirjan fort stretches over a massive arca of 10 acres
The fort is totally entooched by commercalization Mo
hewkers, no pholographers pesienng you D pope no
ol In bact. Excepl lor & board thal basrs (he Tmings
of the fort there 13 nO Bgnage Indide the Fort, where you
can wander & you please We understood that the o was
takrn over to be under the ssspices of the Archeeological
Survey of India a couple of years ago and they had clearesd
the dense vegetatinn that had overgrown scross e fort

The Mirjan Fort is beautiful and a slent ode in stone 1o
the enpnecring and architectural sidlis of its bullders. The
fort in bulh with red |ateriie and has four geles. A doulsds
wal emcirses [he fort and & moal surrounded it o W
heyday along with & drawbaidge There are visihle signs
of the moat though there is no sign of a drawbridge A
siricng featere of the fort were deep nterconnected wells
which supplied waler o the moat. The niins of & Darhar
Hall and Market place give credence to the fect that there
was @ thriving and full fledged settlemens here. There exist
secrel passages (00 which formed & contingency plan for
evamualion in caie of ehaimy afiscks A tower with & Nag
pole dominsted the fort and also afforded some splendid
views of the farms sround the o

A big tree sands amidst the sprawling and barren fort, #ts
branches rising to the siy in (lsmboyant deflance. Sorme
idols of Hindu Cods snd Goddesas excaveled from the

ruins e beneath this ree

INGREDIENTS

lasts upto 5 months

The e was sllenl &8 bharming s and & couple of GuEnous
Hussian tourisis. there was no soul amund The wind
blew somods the ramparts af the for, the same wind that
must have once cermied the resonant commands of the
Pepper Queen as she commandesred her forces and foughe
valiantly to defend ber ongdom. Ia
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