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GETTING CLOSE TO

(}ORILLAS

Visiting Volconoes Not | Park in the East African natic
of Ry mﬂdﬁ Sandywtd V',rm had a close encounter wi fh

0 MJ;;-' silverbock

f}; 2
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rays of sunlight pierced the green okage
and fell on him

It was then thal he gave us a ook that
mid in no uncertain terme, “mind your
business ” a3 be rwiveled on bis feet and
beat his chest with both hands A war
cry ussally the stull of Turzen movies
end comics emanated from his mouth

indicating his show of supremacy. (o a
few moments be calmed down and sat

¥

facing us with a wary expression on his
sicic face He was a buge silverback
Sibverbacis are sdult male Gonllas

We were right in the midst of a Gorilla
famnily mt the Volcanoes Natonsl Park
in Rwanda, East Africa Incidentally, the
DNA of humans end Corillas are simidar
aned match a3 mesch a8 about 38 percent

The Mountain Gorillss are a crithcally
erclangered speches and today ke than
& thoussnd of them tread the esarth
However thanio io the conservabion
efforn of the mezhorities the population
of the Mountsn Corillas has mone than
doybled mince 1981 when the populston

was below 300 These Mountais
Goriles inhabit the Virunga wolcanic
mortaing of Africa snd are spread over
the Mational Parks of three countries,
Rwanda, Ugands, and the Democratic
Republic of Congn

The Goridlsa ek ot the Volcanoes
Mational Park was the grand fnale of
our Rwandan odymey and we all loodked
forward o this experience with babed
breath Ome needs o be up sarly W
cach the Gorillas as they tend to have
an earty breakisst and then start moving
deeper imo the pngles

Early Moming found us of the main
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on cither sde

of the road and the peals

of the volcanic Virunga Mountaing

loomed in the background. Thers

wai & camival ke simosphere ai
the receplion centre with a group

of Rwandan dreommers and dancers
grving & vibran demonstration of the

with the natural surroundings and
strfce & harmonious symphony with

We were divided into groups based
on fEness lewels and the level of
difficulty of corresponding rmils
and pach group assigned a pade,
Esch group was o ek 10 meel &

el &3 we piled Up InlD & jesp Thal
ook ua ower & dirt road thai Rerally
shook our entalls and was indead a
precursor of the forthcoming events.
W scon arrived i the last pie stop
which waa the paridng place where
our jeep depositied us, Unar trek began
froen this place
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was gradual nmally and

became sterper a3 ww progresed
We climbed hills, clinging on o

It wea tiring. but owr spirits an high
and we plodded on. We soon reached
the bowder of the forest and chrnbed &
rock wall that bordered the forest and
had to clember deen enother sirmilas
ladder on the other mde An AK-47
armed renger with & wnile that couwld
kil met us, he would be our escort
now &3 we trekieed deeper into the

punghe

As we entered the forest, the Loy of
the lend suddenly changed abmost
pnpregnahnie waly of preen vepetanon
loomed in front of us Rangers using
machetes cleared aamow patha
that took us deeper and decper into
the foresl. Our foet wresthed with
challenge after chalenge sometmes
mnking into black shosh sometmes
geiting ecniengled | wild wesds
and crocpers But we pushed ouwr
excitemnent growing by the mimste
and ballding into a oescendo. The
might of Gorilla poop soon confirmed
the presence of the Gorills family in
the Viceniny Now we waloed in sibence,
in xinggle fle, wary of every sound and
every movement (n the jungle

And soon we heard them. The sounds
of the Gorills Bghting or that is whs
we thought broke the sllence of the
forest with a dealening intenaity 'We
foze i our tracks, bul o gaide
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reasmuringly asked us to beep moving, whach
wr ddid obedwrnithy

And then we had our Srat Gorllla sighting A
hage Corilla sat motionbesaly bets than & few
fext swwy framed by the green foliage

As | trained my camera to take some
good shotz of the Gorlla o freeze thess
unbelirvable moments for postenty. | felr
someone brush past me | thought i@ was
someone om our group, bt foee Inomy
tracics when | realized it waa anocther Gorlllal

The Corilas are gianis but pentle ones i
i and will nod physcaly saaull Imans
without provocstion Corlles oo are
veprtarians which seemed ke a huge rebel

We mpent an howr In e modst of e
Mtambarma Gonlla family as they went about
their dally chores without caring for the
roup of buman niruders. In one COrmIEr
an sdolescent Corills waa swinging from a
tree gnd enpoying hirmsed In another part of
the clearing the beautifcl sight of a mother
Ceorila murwmg 8 two-month-old Comilla babry
met o eyes The baby locked af ua with
curiogity, mnocence rife in 3 eyes a the
mother protectively shielded it from prying
eyes. Another adolescent Conlla was rying
o digtract the mother snd grab her afiention
n & shivw of mbling rvalry whsch Doced &0
close to human behaviour

Wy gpent an hour watching ilenitly, Ehe mrdrn
of the Gorllas, watching a slice of thesr
everyday life The experience was strangely
bissfil and humbling st the e tme
The calm, grace and pesce thal these pant
Gorillas displayed seemed llee & lemon to
Mlan ‘We alio felt shd that somehicw we were
infringing on the privacy of the Mtambara

famiiy

A strange aadness could be seen in e
eyes of Corllas, especially in that of the
miverback The syed continue o hasnt Wb ths
day Was the eadness a plea to mankind to
irve the speces of the endangered mourtam
Corillas™ Was it sadness at the degradation
of the ervironment that Man has resorted to?

We walked svay from the Gorillas with
hearts heavy and minds infrospecting. e
Corils trek in the Volcanoes Nations| Paric in
Rwands had been o uniges and life chare ging
EXPENENOT [0 METY Wi
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